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BRAZIL 
 
Maria Helena Moraes Scripilliti, Co-Owner, Grupo Votorantim 
Following the death of her father in 2014, Maria Helena and her brother inherited Grupo Votorantim, one of the 
largest industrial conglomerates in the region. She owns 25% of Votorantim through the holding company 
Hejoassu. The group have operations in sectors as the aluminum, the pulp and paper, energy, agribusiness and 
cement. The Moraes Scripilliti family still controls the company completely. She is the richest women in Brazil 
with an estimated net worth of 2.6 billion USD at February 2018. 
 
Dulce De Godoy Bueno, Co-Founder and Vice Chair, Amil Saude 
Dulce de Godoy and her ex-husband (deceased in February 2017) founded medical care firm Amil in 1972 and 
turned it into a healthcare empire in Brazil, in which she still holds a 10% stake. She also owns a share in publicly 
traded medical laboratories Dasa. She currently serves as Vice Chair of Amil Participaçoes and, since 2009, is 
also the Vice Chairman of Medial Saude. She is one of the richest women in Latin America with a net worth of 
$2.4 billion as of February 2018. De Godoy has a PhD in management from the University of Texas at Austin, 
and a BA and MA degrees in Medicine from the Universidade do Rio de Janeiro, where she has also served as 
the dean of the undergraduate program. 
 
Ana Lucia de Mattos Barretto, Member of the Board, Investimentos Itaú and Alana 
Ana Lucia is a member of one of the oldest banking families, and founders of Itaú, in Brazil. In 2008, Itaú merged 
with Unibanco to form Itaú-Unibanco, the largest financial conglomerate in the Southern Hemisphere. Ana Lucia 
also owns a stake in Duratex, a company founded by her grandfather. She heads the Alana Institute, a non-profit 
organization that promotes children's’ education in Brazil. She is the youngest female billionaire in Brazil, with 
an estimated fortune of $2.3 billion. 
 
Ana Maria Marcondes Penido Sant’Anna, CEO, CCR Group 
Marcondes inherited a major stake participation in CCR Group from her father, who founded the company. She 
has actively taken part in the administration of the company since 2012. Previously, she was VP of administration 
and finance at Serveng, Empresa de Ônibus Pássaro Marron and Litoranea Transporte Colectivos.  CCR is one 
of the biggest Brazilian rail constructors and operators. They also own a 34% stake in STP, an electronic payment 
system. By February 2018, Marcondes estimated net worth amounted to $1.25 billion. She has a degree in 
business administration from Mackenzie University. 
 
Luiza Helena Trajano Inácio Rodrigues, President & Chairwoman, Magazine Luiza 
Trajano has worked at retailer Magazine Luiza since 1960 and climbed through the ranks until she became 
president of the company in 2009. The company is the ninth largest retailer in Brazil, operating some 731 stores 
across 16 states in the country. The company also operates its own insurance subsidiary, Luizaseg. Magazine 
Luiza employs some 24,000 staff and runs eight distribution centers. Previously, Trajano was member of the 
National Council for Public Management and has been a member of the Strategic Superior Council of FIESP 
since 2008. Trajano studied Law at the Faculdade de Direito de Franca in São Paulo state. 
 
Carla Grasso, Deputy Managing Director, International Monetary Fund 
Grasso, who holds dual Italian-Brazilian citizenship, is the Chief Administrative Officer of the IMF since 2015. 
She coordinates the budget, human resources, technology, general services and internal audits of the institution. 
Before that, she worked at mining giant Vale for 14 years, serving as VP of human resources and corporate 
services. She was also secretary of the Brazilian Supplementary Social Security Office and had different roles 
in the public sector in Brazil. Grasso holds an MA degree in Economic Policy from the Universidade de Brasília. 



  
CHILE 
 
Iris Fontbona, Owner, Grupo Luksic 
Iris Fontbona is the richest woman in Latin America, with a fortune estimated at $16.2 billion as of February 
2017. She co-owns Grupo Luksic with her family, a conglomerate with business in mining, industry, finance, food 
and telecommunications. The group controls 65 percent of miner Antofagasta, the world’s tenth-largest copper 
producer according to Bloomberg. She also has a controlling stake in Quiñenco and owns two hotel chains in 
Croatia. Quiñenco operates in the energy, beer, manufacturing, banking, transport and services sectors, 
employing almost 70,000 people. 
 
Patricia Matte, Stakeholder, CMPC 
Matte inherited along with her siblings Empresas CMPC, the largest pulp and paper firm in Chile. The family also 
has stakes in firms of many other sectors in Chile. Patricia Matte is also on the board of Instituto Libertad y 
Desarrollo, a think tank dedicated to research economic and public policy issues in Chile. Additionally, until 2015 
she was president of Sociedad de Instruccion Primaria, a non-profit organization that promotes education. As of 
February 2018, she was the second wealthiest women in Chile with an estimated fortune of $3.8 billion. Matte 
has a BA degree from the Pontificia Universidad Catolica de Chile. 
  
COLOMBIA 
 
Rosario Córdoba, Independent Non-Executive Chairwoman Grupo Argos, and CEO, Private Council for 
Competitiveness 
 
As director of the board at Grupo Argos, Córdoba is involved in planning and executing the Colombian 
multinational’s strategy. Grupo Argos has substantial investments in cement, energy, road and airport 
concessions, and banking, and is present in Colombia, the United States, Panamá, Honduras and the Caribbean. 
She also heads the Private Council for Competitiveness, an organization which monitors competitiveness and 
recommends policy and private actions. Previously, she was an editor of Dinero Magazine. She is also member 
of the Boards of Fundación Santa Fe de Bogotá, Fundación Semana, Runa N Medellín and Universidad Jorge 
Tadeo Lozano. Córdoba holds BA and MA degrees in Economics from the Universidad de los Andes and a 
Conference Interpreter certification from Colegio Mayor del Rosario. 
 
Sylvia Escovar Gómez, CEO, Terpel 
Escovar became CEO of Terpel, Colombia’s largest gasoline and oil derivatives retailer, in 2012 after 10 years 
in the company. According to the LT500 2017, Terpel is the fifth-largest company in Colombia by revenues, and 
88 in Latin America. She is also a member of the board of Directors of the Empresa de Telecomunicaciones de 
Bogotá (ETB), a Colombian telecoms company, since 2016. She previously worked both in public and private 
organizations such as: Banco de la República (Colombian central bank), the ministries of finance and education 
of Bogotá, the World Bank and Fiducolombia. Escovar holds a BA degree in Economics from Universidad de los 
Andes. 
  
ECUADOR 
 
Isabel Noboa, President Grupo Nobis 
Isabel Noboa leads Grupo Nobis, one of Ecuador’s largest business groups with operations in agriculture, 
industry, real estate and tourism. Other roles Noboa has held include President of the INCAE Business School 
in Ecuador and President of the Ecuadorian Competitiveness Committee. Noboa also dedicates her time to 
several philanthropy causes, and is the founder of FANN, an adoption foundation, and founder of Fundación 
Nobis, which benefits more than 100,000 people in Ecuador living in poverty. Noboa holds a BA degree in 
Economics from the University of London and postgraduate studies in Business Administration from Harvard 
Business School. 
  
MEXICO 
 
Mayra González, President, Nissan Mexicana 
Mayra González has been the CEO and president of the Mexican unit of Japanese carmaker Nissan since May 
2016. She is the first female president of any of Nissan’s global operations, and is also the first Mexican woman 
in the board of a car company. In her previous role as the company’s Vice President of Sales, Marketing and 



Distribution Network Development, González broke an industry record with more than 347,000 units sold during 
2015, up 19 percent from the previous year and giving Nissan a 25.7 percent share in Mexico automobile market. 
González studied Marketing at the Universidad Tecnológica de México, and holds a postgraduate degree in 
Marketing from the Universidad Anáhuac del Norte, as well as a postgraduate degree in Business from the 
International School of Canada. 
 
María Asunción Aramburuzabala Larregui, CEO, Tresalia Capital 
Aramburuzabala has been head of Tresalia Capital since 1996, a large Mexican private equity firm specialized 
in startups, growth capital and buyout investments. She is also chairman of KIO Networks -a data storage 
company founded by Tresalia-, Abilia and Red Universalia, and director of Grupo Modelo and a non-executive, 
non-independent director of Anheuser-Busch InBev, among many other high-ranking posts. She is the 7th 
wealthiest person in Mexico with a net worth of $5.8 billion as of February 2018. Aramburuzabala has a BA 
degree in Accountancy from Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de Monterrey and a PhD in Economics from the 
University of Chicago. 
 
Olga Gonzalez Aponte, CFO, Wal-Mart de México 
Gonzalez took the reigns of Wal-Mart de Mexico’s finances in July 2017. Before, she was the VP of commercial 
finance and operations. Gonzalez has been in the company since 2010. Wal-Mart de Mexico is the seventh 
biggest company in the region by revenues, according to the LT500 2017. Walmart owns and operates self-
service stores in Mexico and Central America. Gonzalez has a BA degree in business administration from the 
Pontifical Catholic University of Puerto Rico and an MBA from Florida International University. 
 
Cynthia H. Grossman, Director,  Arca Continental 
Grossman has been member of the Board of Arca Continental since 2011 and chairman of the Board of Grupo 
Continental since 2000. Monterrey, Mexico-based Arca Continental manufactures and distributes beverages and 
is the second-largest Coca-Cola bottler in Latin America and third largest in the world. The company owns snack 
companies Wise Snacks (USA), Bokados (MEXICO), Inalecsa (ECU) and recently announced the acquisition of 
Deep River Snacks (USA). Arca Continental is the 99th largest company in the region by revenues, according to 
the LT500 2017. 
 
Alicia Bárcena Ibarra, Executive Secretary, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC) 
Mexican biologist Alicia Bárcena has been the Executive Secretary of the United Nations’ Economic Comm ission 
for Latin America and the Caribbean since July 2008. Prior to her current position, Bárcena was ECLAC’s Deputy 
Executive Secretary, where she promoted the implementation of the Millenium Development Goals and 
Financing for Sustainable Development in Latin America and the Caribbean. She has also served as ECLAC’s 
Chief of the Environment and Human Settlements Division, where she worked on public policies for sustainable 
development. Other posts Bárcena has held during her career are Coordinator of the United Nations Environment 
Programme, and UN Under-Secretary-General for Management, appointed by Ban Ki-moon. Bárcena holds a 
degree in Biology from Mexico’s UNAM, and a Master’s in public administration from Harvard. 
 
Blanca Treviño, President and CEO Softtek 
Blanca Treviño leads Softtek, one of Latin America’s largest private IT vendors. The company operates in North 
America, Latin America, Europe and Asia. Among the company’s services are application software development, 
testing, security and support, business process outsourcing, and IT infrastructure management. It is also a value-
added reseller, and trademarked the term “nearshoring” to describe the provision of outsourced services to 
customers in other countries that are in proximity. Blanca Treviño was a founding member of Softtek in 1982 and 
became the CEP and president since 2000. She is also an independent director at Wal-Mart Mexico and 
Goldcorp. Some deals Treviño has led include the acquisitions of Spain’s Itarvi Consulting in 2015, India-U.S. 
firm Systech Integrations in 2013 and Mexico’s SCAi in 2012. Treviño has a BA degree in administrative 
computation systems from Instituto Tecnológico de Estudios Superiores de Monterrey. 
 
María Fernanda Mejia, President, Kellogg Latin America 
She is the president for Latin America and Senior VP of Kellogg Company. She is also a member of the Kellogg’s 
Global Leadership Team. Previously, she served in different positions in Colgate-Palmolive as corporate VP and 
general manager, corporate VP of marketing for Europe/South Pacific, as well as president and CEO of Colgate-
Palmolive Spain. Mejía holds a degree in industrial engineering from Texas A&M University. 
  
PANAMA 
 



Aimeé Sentmat de Grimaldo, CEO, Banistmo 
Panama-born Sentmat has been the President of Banistmo since 2013. Sentmat has a long career in finance, 
having served as Vice President of Commercial Banking at the Banco Latinoamericano de Exportaciones, and 
Director of Commercial Banking at HSBC in Panama. Banistmo is part of Bancolombia and is present in Panama, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Puerto Rico, Cayman Islands, Peru, Honduras, Costa Rica and Nicaragua. Aimeé holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in Finance from the Universidad Católica Santa María la Antigua and an MBA from 
Universidad Nova Southeastern. 
  
PERU 
 
Ana Maria Brescia Cafferata, Director, Futura Consorcio Inmobiliario 
Brescia is the daughter of Fortunato Brescia Tassano, the founder of Grupo Breca. She inherited a 30% stake 
in the holding which has interests in agriculture, finance, hotels, manufacturing, mining and real estate. She is 
also the director of Futura Consorcio Inmobiliario since 2014. She is the wealthiest woman in Peru, with an 
estimated fortune of $1.54 billion as of February 2018. 
 
Carmen Rosa Graham, Independent Director Camposol Holding 
Graham is one of Peru’s most powerful businesswomen, serving on the board of directors of several large 
Peruvian companies, including brewery Backus (since 2017), agro-industrial company Camposol (since 2014), 
financial services provider Interbank (since 2007), telecommunications provider Entel (since 2013) and  non-
profit foundation WomenCorporateDirectors (since 2010). She previously served as CEO at various IBM local 
offices in Latin America including IBM Colombia and IBM Peru & Bolivia. She also served as President of Peru’s 
Universidad del Pacífico from 2007-2009, and worked for four years with Peru’s ProMujer, which provides 
microfinance opportunities to empower Peruvian women. Graham holds a degree in Business Administration 
from the Universidad del Pacífico in Peru and an MBA from the Adolfo Ibañez Business School in Miami. She 
has also studied other courses at Harvard, Georgetown and Monterrey Universities. 
 
Claudia Cooper, Finance Minister Perú 
Cooper is the Peruvian finance minister since September 2017. Previously, she was vice-minister of economy. 
Between 2008 and 2009 she was part of the cabinet of advisors of the Ministry of Finance in Peru and was 
general director of economic and social affairs. She was also treasury manager and head of the analysis and 
development service at Banco de Credito del Peru between 2001 and 2008. In addition, she was an economic 
advisor to Andino Investment Holding and an external consultant of the Inter-American Development Bank. 
Cooper studied Economics at Universidad del Pacífico and has an MA degree in Economics at the University of 
New York. 
  
UNITED STATES 
 
Mary Barra, Chairwoman & CEO General Motors Company 
Mary Barra took on leadership of General Motors in January 2014, replacing Dan Akerson. Previously. Barra 
had been the company’s Executive Vice President of Global Product Development, Purchasing and Supply 
Chain. In the same year, she appeared on the cover of Time in the magazine’s edition of the 100 Most Influential 
People in the World. General Motors is one of the most well-established car manufacturers in the region. Barra 
is also a member of the board of trustees at Stanford University. Barra holds a BA degree in Science and an 
MBA from Stanford Graduate School of Business. 
 
Julie T. Katzman, Executive Vice-President and COO, Inter-American Development Bank 
Katzman reached her current role –one of the highest at the IDB– in 2011, after only 18 months of joining the 
organization. Katzman began her career in investment banking, focusing primarily on private equity, developing 
expertise in financial structures across numerous industries. In her current role, she is responsible for managing 
the overall operations of the IDB, and is focusing especially on pioneering an institutional transformation in 
measuring and reporting the bank’s tangible results through tools such as mapping software. She graduated 
from the School of Foreign Service at Georgetown University, and earned a Master’s in Management from the 
Kellogg School at Northwestern University. 
 
Susan Segal, President and CEO Council of the Americas 
Susan Segal was elected to her current position in August 2003, after a career of more than 30 years in Latin 
America’s private sector. During that time, Segal has served as: partner and Latin American Group head at JP 
Morgan Partners/Chase Capital Partners and Senior managing director focused on Emerging Markets 
Investment Banking and Capital Markets at MHT/Chemical/Chase Banks. Segal is also a director of the Tinker 



Foundation, Scotiabank, Mercado Libre, and the Latin American Venture Capital Association, and has won 
several awards including the Orden Bernardo O’Higgins (Chile); Orden de San Carlos (Colombia) and the Orden 
Mexicana del Águila Azteca (Mexico). Additionally, she is a managing member of Inspiration Partners. 
 
 


