Argentina

Carlos Alberto Bulgheroni, CEO Bridas

Bulgheroni is CEO OF Argentine independent oil and gas holding company Bridas, which was created by his family in 1948.

Bridas is 50 percent owned by China National Offshore Oil Corporation since 2010.

The company's joint venture with BP and Pan American Energy in 2013 ranked it 215th in the region's largest companies.

He is also on the board of the Buenos Aires Stock Exchange and an active philanthropist involved in the arts. 

Marcos Galperín, President and CEO MercadoLibre

Forty-three year old Galperín is the co-founder and CEO of MercadoLibre, the largest e-retailer in Latin America, with presence in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, the Dominican Republic, Mexico, Peru, Portugal, Uruguay and Venezuela.

He studied Finances at the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania, and holds an MBA from Stanford Graduate School of Business. 

Galperín also serves on Endeavor Argentina's Board of Directors, a global non-profit organization which supports entrepreneurs in emerging markets.
Miguel Galuccio, CEO YPF
Galuccio was appointed CEO of Argentine oil firm YPF after its renationalization in May 2015.

He had joined YPF after he graduated, but left after the company was acquired by Spain's Repsol in 1999. He then served as general manager for the Mexico and Central America operations of Texas-based oilfield services firm Schlumberger. Under his leadership, the company grew through a number of deals with Mexico's Pemex, and Galuccio was then named director of the Schlumberger Integrated Project Management division in 2005, and in 2011 became the director of Schlumberger Production Management.

Galuccio holds a Petroleum Engineering degree from the Institute of Technology of Buenos Aires.

He was named CEO of the Year 2014 by Latin Trade Group.
Woods Staton, Chairman, Chief Executive Officer Arcos Dorados
Staton has been the Chairman and CEO of Arcos Dorados Holdings since 2007. 

Arcos Dorados is McDonald’s largest franchisee in the world in terms of systemwide sales and number of restaurants, and is the largest operator of McDonald's restaurants in Latin America and the Caribbean.

The company ranked 140 in the Top 500 companies with $4.03 billion in revenues in 2013, and is one of the largest food companies in the region.

Staton has more than 20 years of international business experience, and has held posts such as Marketing Vice President of Grupo Indega in Colombia, General Manager of Spal in Brazil, Executive Board member of the American Chamber of Commerce in Argentina (currently Vice Treasurer) and Non-Executive Chairman of the Board of Panamerican Beverages, among others. 

He holds a bachelor's in Economics from Emory University in Atlanta and an M.B.A. degree from IMD in Lausanne, Switzerland.
Luis Pagani, Chairman of Board of Directors and President Arcor
Since 1993 Pagani has been the Chairman of Argentine confectionery firm Arcor. 

Founded in 1951, Arcor is now the biggest food manufacturing firm in Argentina and exports to 120 countries in the world.

In 2002, Pagani was also named President of the Asociacin Empresaria Argentina, and serves as director of Praxair and Bimbo in his country since 2002 and 2004 respectively. 

Other positions he's held in the past include director of YPF Sociedad Anónima and member of the Advisory Council of Banco Latinoamericano de Comercio Exterior. 

Pagani holds a public accounting degree from the Universidad Nacional de Córdoba and a course in Marketing from New York University.
Paolo Rocca, CEO and Chairman of Tenaris
Italian-Argentine conglomerate Techint is the parent company of Tenaris, Latin America's largest steelmaker. It is currently the 14th largest company in Latin America, with $25.3 billion in revenues in 2013 and some 26,000 employees throughout the region.

He is also leader of Technint's ProPymes initiative, which aims to promote long-term development for small and medium enterprises who offer their services to Techint.

Rocca holds a degree in political science from the University of Milan, and a Professional Master’s Degree from Harvard Business School.
Brazil

Jaime Ardila, Executive Vice President & President, General Motors South America
Colombian-born Ardila has been with GM since 1984 as an export manager. Since 2010, he is responsible for the operations in Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay, Chile, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Venezuela.

From 2003 to 2007, Ardila was Chief Financial Officer and Vice President of GM Latin America,  Africa and Middle East.

GM maintained its spot at number 26 in Latin Trade's most recent Top 500 Companies ranking 2014, with $16.4 billion in revenues.

Ardila holds a Bachelor’s in economics from Jorge Tadeo Lozano University in Bogota in 1977, and a Master’s from the London School of Economics.

Luiz Trabucco Capi, CEO Bradesco
Trabucco took over as CEO of Brazil's Bradesco, in 2009.

Bradesco ranked number three in Latin Trade's Top 100 banks in 2014, with $387.6 billion in assets.

He first joined Bradesco in 1969, and has held positions such as President of Bradesco's insurance arm, Managing Director of the bank and Vice President. He has also served as a Member of the Board of ArcelorMittal Brasil. 

Trabucco holds a post-graduate degree from USP’s School of Sociology and Politics and graduated from the Philosophy, Sciences, Languages and Arts Faculty of the University of Sao Paulo.

Frederico Fleury Curado, CEO Embraer
Fleury is the CEO of Brazilian aerospace conglomerate Embraer, a position he's held since 2007.

Embraer ranked 97 in the Latin Trade Top 500 last year, with $5.8 billion in revenues and jumping four places from the previous ranking.

The company produces aircraft and provides aeronautical services for the military, commercial, agricultural and executive sectors, and is present in the U.S., the Netherlands, France, Ireland, the UK, Portugal, United Arab Emirates, China and Singapore.

Fleury holds a post-graduate degree in Foreign Trade from the Getulio Vargas Foundation and an International Executive MBA degree from the University of Sao Paulo.

Wesley Mendonça Batista, CEO of JBS
Batista is chief executive officer of JBS, a company founded by his father and now the world's largest food processing firm and beef exporter. JBS jumped from number 10 to 7 in Latin Trade's latest Top 500 firms index, with revenues of $39.6 billion in 2014, 7.1 percent more than in 2013.

JBS serves 110 countries through exports, and Batista has his eyes set on emerging markets for further growth.

Charles Desmartis, CEO Brepa
Desmartis is the CEO of Brepa Comercio e Participacoes, a subsidiary of Carrefour that operates supermarkets, discount and convenience stores and hypermarkets in Brazil. 

Carrefour ranked 22 in the region's employers, with a workforce of some 88,000.

It is also the region's 29th largest company in the Top 500 ranking. 

In the past, Desmartis has held positions such as Vice President of Finance at Axalto, Schlumberger's smart-card subsidiary, Director of Internal Audit for Schlumberger Limited, and Chief Financial Officer and Executive Vice President of Gemalto, among others. He graduated from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes Commerciales, and holds a Master's of Science in Management from Stanford University.
Aldemir Bendine, CEO Petrobras

Formerly CEO, President and Member of the Board at Banco do Brasil, Bendine is now at the helm of Brazilian state oil firm Petrobras, the top company in the region with revenues of $130.1 billion in 2014.

During his 30 years at Banco do Brasil, the bank posted continuously good profits and controlled its default rate.

But that experience will surely be put to the test as Petrobras's ongoing corruption scandal has caused its market value to drop some 70 percent since September last year.

Raul Calfat, Chairman Votorantim Group
Calfat is chairman of Votorantim Group, one of the region's largest industrial conglomerates with operations in sectors such as cement, steel, pulp and paper, energy and finance.

It is also the only closed-capital Brazilian firm to be rated by the world's three main rating agencies: Moody's, Standard & Poor's and Fitch, and currently holds an Investment Grade from all three.

The 97-year-old company has presence in more than 20 countries, and last summer was named one of Due to its competitiveness in and performance in the domestic and international markets, Votorantime was named Brazil's most innovative companies by the country's National Confederation of Industry.

André Gerdau Johannpeter, CEO Gerdau
André Gerdau is CEO of Gerdau, the leading company in long steel in the Americas, as well as being one of the main suppliers of special long steel in the world. 

Through steel mills, power plants, processing facilities, extraction areas or retail facilities, the company has presence in the Americas, Europe and India.

Gerdau holds a BA from the Rio Grande do Sul Pontific Catholic University, and studied General Business Administration at the University of Toronto, as well as Marketing at Ashridge, in the UK, and Advanced Management at the Wharton School-University of Pennsylvania.

Paulo Kakinoff, President of Gol airlines
In 2012 Kakinoff was named CEO of Gol Transportes Aéreos, the second biggest Brazilian airline by market share and fleet size after Latam Airlines subsidiary TAM.

Gol ranks 147 in the Latin Trade Top 500 Companies of 2014, with revenues reaching $3.8 billion.

Kakinoff has 19 years' of experience with Volkswagen, where he served as president of Audi in Brazil.

Jorge Paulo Lemann, Principal 3G Capital
A Swiss-Brazilian banker, Lemann was ranked the 26th richest person in the world by Bloomberg, with an estimated net worth of $25 billion. He is also the richest person in Brazil.

He is one of the leaders of the merger of brewers Anheuser-Busch with Interbrew, creating AB InBev, a deal valued at $11.5 billion.

With partners Carlos Sicupira and Marcel Herrmann Telles, they have stakes in Restaurant Brands International, the parent company of Burger King and Tim Hortons in Brazil. His company later bought out Burger King.

3G Capital also bought H.J. Heinz $ Co. for $23 billion in 2010.

Marcos Marinho Lutz, Chief Commercial Officer, Director and Member of Risk Management Committee, Cosan Ltd.
Marinho is CCO of Brazil's Cosan, a position he's held since 2006. Cosan produces bioethanol, sugar, energy and foods, and operates in Brazil, Bolivia, Paraguay, Uruguay and the UK.

Cosan ranked 82nd in last year's Top 500 Companies ranking, with revenues of $6.5 billion in 2014.

Among other positions Marinho has held or currently holds are Executive Officer of the Infrastructure & Energy Section at Companhia Siderurgica Nacional , CSN, Independent Director of Monsanto Company since last year and Director of Companhia de Gas de Sao Paulo.

Bernardo Pinto Paiva, CEO of Ambev S.A.
Bernardo Pinto Paiva took on the role of CEO for Ambev in January this year, and also serves as Zone President of Latin America North and Member of Executive Board of Management at Anheuser-Busch InBev. 

The company ranked third in Latin Trade's most recent Multinational Index, with $5.5 billion in revenues in the fourth quarter last year.

Paiva is also the director of the Brewers Association of Canada. 

He studied a post graduate degree in Marketing at the Pontifcia Universidade Catlica do Rio de Janeiro, as well as an Executive Graduate Diploma from the London Business School.

Marcelo Bahia Odebrecht, CEO Odebrecht Holding Company

Odebrecht has controlled the Brazilian industrial conglomerate Odebrecht Holding Company since 2008.

The company operates in 20 countries in sectors such as petrochemicals, engineering, construction, transport, logistics, real estate and energy.

The firm ranked nine in Latin Trade's Top 500 Companies, with $37.8 billion in revenues in 2014, up 2.5 percent from the previous year.

Marcelo Odebrecht has been with his family's firm since 1992, and in 2002 was appointed CEO of the company's construction arm, Construtora Norberto Odebrecht.

Michael Raney, CEO Zurich Latin America
Raney, CEO of  Zurich Latin America since 2011, oversees the insurance giant's operations in Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia, Chile, Mexico, and Venezuela.

Raney is behind Zuirch's strong expansion across Latin America after the firm acquired a majority stake in Santander’s Latin America insurance unit.

Before being CEO, he was the company's Chief Underwriting Officer from 2006 to 2011.

Joseph Safra, Chairman of Safra Group
The world's richest banker, Joseph Safra is the head of Sao Paulo-based banking empire Safra Group, as well as serving as Chairman of all the group's related companies.

He has an estimated fortune of $17.4 billion.

Safra's most notable recent moves include purchasing 30 St Mary Axe, a skyscraper in London better known as The Gherkin, and acquiring 50 percent of Chiquita Brands International.

As of December last year, Banco Safra was ranked the ninth biggest Brazilian banks in terms of total assets. 

Antônio Luiz Seabra, CEO and founder of Natura
Seabra founded Natura Cosmeticos in 1969, and it is now the biggest cosmetics manufacturer and marketer in Brazil. 

The company employs some 6,000 people who operate with a door-to-door sales model in seven Latin American countries as well as France.

Claudia Sender, CEO TAM Airlines
Sender became CEO of TAM Airlines in 2013, after having joined the company in 2011.

She holds a bachelor's in Chemical Engineering from the Polytechnic School at the University of Sao Paulo, and an MBA from Harvard.

She was ranked 7th in Forbes' most recent edition of its top 10 most powerful businesswomen in Brazil.

Roberto Egydio Setubal, CEO Itaú-Unibanco
Setubal is CEO of Itaú-Unibanco, Brazil's second largest bank in terms of assets (data from June 2014).

He holds a Bachelor's in Production Engineering from the Escola Politécnica Da Universidade De São Paulo and a Master's Degree in Engineering from Stanford University.

During his career, Setubal has also been the President of Febraban-federação Nacional De Bancos, a member of the board of Directors of Petrobras. He also serves as a Member of International Advisory Committee of NYSE Euronext, a Board Member of the Institute of International Finance and of the International Monetary Conference and a Member of the International Advisory Committee of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

Jaime Szulc, Senior Vice President, Strategic Initiatives Goodyear
Winner of the Trade Americas Award at the 2013 Bravo Business Awards, Szulc was appointed Senior Vice President, Strategic Initiatives at Goodyear in November last year, having served as the company's CEO for its Latin American business frm 2010 to 2014.

Previously he was Senior Vice President and Global Chief Marketing Officer at Levis Strauss & Co. as well as the Worldwide Chief Operating Officer for Eastman Kodak Company's consumer business from 2007 to 2009.

Szulc holds a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering from Escola Politecnica de Universidade de São Paulo.

Carlos Alberto Sicupira, Partner 3G Capital
Carlos Alaberto Sicupira is a partner of 3G Capital along with Jorge Paulo Lemann, and as such holds majority stakes in  Burger King, H.J. Heinz Company, Anheuser-Busch InBev, Lojas Americanas and América Latina Logística.

As of December last year, his estimated fortune was $10.8 billion, according to Forbes. 

Retail chain Lojas Americanas ranked 99 in the most recent Latin 500, with revenues of $5.7 billion for 2014, 3 percent more than in 2013.

Benjamin Steinbruch, President and CEO of Companhia Siderúrgica Nacional
Steinburch has been at the helm of Brazil's second-largest steel maker, CSN, since 1995. CSN is also the largest fully integrated steel producer in Brazil and one of the largest in South America in terms of crude steel production, with an annual crude steel capacity of 5.6 million tons.

Steinbruch is a graduate of the Business School of the Fundação Getúlio Vargas, with a specialization in Marketing and Finance.

Jean-Claude Kihn, CEO Goodyear Latin America
Jean-Claude Kihn took over Jaime Szulc as CEO of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company’s Latin America business in November last year.

He was previously the Senior Vice President & Managing Director of Goodyear Brazil since December 2012, but has been with the company since 1988.

Kihn was also the Managing Director of Goodyear Peru in 2003. 

Kihn holds a Chemical Engineering degree and a Ph.D. from the University of Louvain, Belgium.

Canada

Wendy Hannam, Executive Vice President of Latin America Scotiabank
Hannam has been Executive Vice President, Latin America at Canadian bank Scotiabank since 2012, and has been with the company since 1983.

Hannam also oversees the bank's Consumer and Microfinance business in International Banking.

She previously held several high posts in the bank, such as Executive Vice President of Domestic Personal Banking and Distribution and Executive Vice-President of Personal Lending and Insurance Canada. 

Hannam holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from Memorial University and a Masters of Business Administration from the University of Toronto. 

Ronald Pantin, CEO Pacific Rubiales
Mr. Pantin has been the CEO of Toronto-based energy firm Pacific Rubiales since 2007. Apart from Colombia, Pacific also operates in Peru, Belize and Mexico, and its activities include oil and gas exploration, coal and mining.

Pantin has 24 years of experience in the oil sector, during which he's served as a PDVSA executive and President of Enron in Venezuela.

He also serves as Director of US Oil Sands and CGX ENergy.

He holds two Bachelors of Science degrees in Petroleum Engineering and Management Science from Mississippi State and two Masters of Science degrees in Petroleum Engi/Users/DavidBuchanan/Desktop/100 most powerful.txtneering and Industrial Engineering from Stanford University.

COLOMBIA

 

Luis Carlos Sarmiento Angulo, President Grupo Aval
President of Grupo Aval, a company that controls one-third of the banks in Colombia. He made his fortune in the construction industry and is now worth $13.4 billion. He is the sixth-richest Latin American and the second most powerful man in the banking industry in the world, after the Brazilian Joseph Safra.  

 
Jaime Gilinski Bacal, CEO Banco GNB
President and CEO of Banco GNB, with a presence in Colombia, Peru, Paraguay and Uruguay, countries in which it operates the branches of HSBC. His fortune is valued at $3.1 billion. In Spain he has 7.3% of the shares of Banco Sabadell. In Panama he is a partner with the English group Livingstone, which builds shopping centers and houses.

 
Carlos Ardila Lulle, CEO Organización Ardila Lülle
President and CEO of Organización Ardila Lülle, a conglomerate that owns the communications media RCN, the soft drink company Postobón, sugar refineries and the soccer team Atlético Nacional de Medellín. His fortune is estimated at $2 billion. In 2012 he partnered with Rupert Murdoch to create MundoFox, a television channel aimed at Hispanics in the United States. 
Carlos Enrique Piedrahita, CEO Grupo Nutresa
Carlos Enrique Piedrahita became the CEO of Colombian food-processing conglomerate Grupo Nutresa in 1999.

The Medellin-based company is present in the U.S., Mexico, Central America, Chile, Argentina, Venezuela, Peru, Ecuador as well as Malaysia, where it entered the Asian country's coffee market through the acquisition of 44 percent of Dan Kaffee.

The company reported $3.06 billion in revenues in 2013, and ranked 188 in the Top 500.

Piedrahita has also served as President of Banco Corfinsura Internacional in Puerto Rico, and Vice President of Personal Banking of Banco Industrial Colombiano.

He holds a degree in Economics from the University of Keele in the United Kingdom and a Master's degree in Finance from the London School of Economics.
Chile 
 
Iris Fontbona and sons, owners Antofagasta
Owners of Antofagasta, a conglomerate of mining companies and railways, communications media, food products, and finance. She is the richest woman in Latin America with a fortune of $13.5 billion. She is the widow of Andrónico Luksic, who died of cancer in 2005 and left his fortune to his family. In 2010 they acquired 67% of the shares of Channel 13.

 
Horst Paulmann, CEO Cencosud

President and CEO of Cencosud, Chile’s largest supermarket chain, with a presence in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia and Peru. He has a net worth of $4.4 billion. His shares rose in value early in 2015 when he agreed to sell shares to the Canadian bank Scotiabank

 
Bernardo, Eliodoro and Patricia Matte Larrain
President and CEO of CMPC, the largest pulp and paper manufacturer in Chile. The three siblings inherited their $2.8 billion fortune from their father Eliodoro Matte Ossa. They also participe in the telecommunications company Entel, Banco Bice and shipping companies.

 
Sebastián Piñera, President Funcación Futuro, Former Chilean President
President of the Fundación Futuro, which supports educational and cultural projects. He has a fortune of $2.5 billion. When he was elected president of Chile in 2010, he sold his shares in the credit card company Bancard for $1.5 billion, and also Chilevisión, to Time Warner, and part of the rights to the football team.  

  
Álvaro Saieh Bendeck, President Copesa

President of Copesa, which owns a group of newspapers including La Tercera and La Cuarta, and the television company Más Canal 22. He has 50% of the Chilean bank Corpbanca, and operates Santander’s unit in Colombia. His wealth is estimated at $2.5 billion. He is owner of the Grand Hyatt Santiago Hotel.

 
María Luisa Solari Falabella and daughter María Cecilia Karlezi Solari, directors Falabella
Directors of Falabella, a company of retail sales that operates department stores, superemarkets, travel agencies, insurance companies and a bank with a presence in Argentina, Colombia and Peru. Their wealth totals $2.4 billion.

 
Julio Ponce, President Sociedad Química y Minera
President with 25% of the shares of Sociedad de Química y Minera, one of the largest producers of potassium, iodine and lithium for fertilizers and LCD screens. His fortune is worth $2.1 billion. In 2014 he was fined $70 million for illegal stock trading. 

 
Roberto Angelini Rossi, President Inversiones Angelini

President of the investment group Inversiones Angelini. His wealth is valued at $1.55 billion. He has participation in Antarchile, a fuel distributing company, and operates fishing ventures and maritime transportation. Its affiliate Arauco has bought the Canadian company Flakeboard.

 
Patricia Angelini Rossi, CEO Inversiones Angelini

CEO of the investment group Inversiones Angelini, in which her brother Roberto Angelini Rossi is president. Her wealth stands at $1.3 billion. The group was headed by their uncle Anacleto Angelino until his death in 2007. 
 
Luis Enrique Yarur Rey, President Banco de Crédito e Inversiones
President of Banco de Crédito e Inversiones, a bank with more than 300 branches in Chile and one in Miami. His fortune is worth $1.2 billion. The bank is in the process of buying the City National Bank of Florida. He is a member of Opus Dei, a conservative group of the Catholic Church. 
Dominican Republic
José León Asensio, President Grupo Leon Jimenes S.A.
José León Asensio is the Chairman of Grupo León Jimenes, one of the largest companies in the Dominican Republic with annual revenue of some $600 million. The company has operations in brewing, cigarettes and banking.

Its brewing arm makes brands such as Heineken, Bohemia, Miller and Presidente, while its tobacco division makes Marolboro cigarettes and León Jimenes cigars.

In 2012, Anheuser-Busch InBev's Brazilian uni agreed to buy a controlling stake in the Dominican Republic-based brewer Cerveceria Nacional Dominicana from Grupo Leon Jimenes for over $1.2 billion, creating the biggest beverage company in the Caribbean.

El Salvador

Ricardo Poma, CEO Grupo Poma
Mr. Poma is CEO of family-business conglomerate Grupo Poma, which operates automobile dealerships,  real estate development and construction, industrial manufacturing and hotels, as well as non profit organizations.

The company car division, Excel Automotriz, is the biggest automobile distribution company in Central America, and represents leading brands such as BMW, Mitsubishi, Toyota and Ford.

The hotel division, Real Hotels and Resorts, operates Marriott International,  InterContinental and Choice Hotels in Central America, Mexico, the Caribbean and Miami, Florida.

Poma has an industrial engineering degree from Princeton University and an MBA from Harvard Business School. He was honored as Social Responsibility CEO of the Year at the 2014 Bravo Business Awards for his dedication to culture, education, and health programs in his native El Salvador.

France

Jean-Charles Naouri, Chairman & CEO Groupe Casino
Naouri has been the CEO of French retailer Groupe Casino since 2005. 

Casino is the second-largest multinational in Latin America, and was number one in the Latin Trade Multinational Index for the fourth quarter last year, with $7.7 billion in revenues.

The firm operates a number of supermarket chains in Latin America, including Brazil’s largest supermarket chain Pão de Açúcar.

Naouri holds a PhD in Mathematics from the École Normale Supérieure, as well as degrees from Harvard University and the École Nationale d’Administration.

Guatemala

Dionisio Gutierrez Mayorga, Co-President Corporación Multi Inversiones (CMI)

Gutierrez is the Co-President of Corporación Multi Inversiones,, CMI, a conglomerate in the agro-industrial sector, with some 30,000 employees and presence in 16 countries.

Last year, CMI acquired 40 percent of Spanish telecoms firm Telefónica's units in El Salvador, Nicaragua, Panama and Guatemala for $500 million.

Gutierrez holds a PhD in Sociology and Political Science from the University of Salamanca.
Mario Lopez Estrada, Telecoms magnate

Lopez controls Comcel in Guatemala, a mobile phone service provider owned by Millicom.

The company operates under the name Tigo in the Central American country, and is currently the top provider of cellphone services there, as well as being the biggesst subsidiary of Tigo in Central America.

Lopez was declared a billionaire this year, and is the toughest competitor of Carlos Slim to control Guatemala mobile phone market.

He used to head Guatemala's state telecoms company, and from 1986 to 1991, he was Guatemala's Minister of Communications.

Among his future plans are to invest in shopping malls and solar energy.
Mexico
Carlos Slim Helú

President and CEO of Grupo Carso, América Móvil, Telmex and Samsung México, all telecommunications companies. He is the most powerful man in Latin America with a fortune of $77.1 billion, after increasing his wealth by $2.4 billion over the past year. Since 2008 he has been buying shares in The New York Times. In 2012 he acquired the Spanish soccer team Real Oviedo and 30% of the Leon and Pachuca teams in Mexico. In 2014 he consolidated his energy-related companies into Carso Energy. 

Germán Larrea Mota-Velasco, President Grupo México
President and CEO of Grupo México, the country’s largest mining company and the third largest copper producer in the world. He is the second richest man in Mexico even though his fortune recently declined from $14.6 billion to $13.9 billion. He owns 75% of the American company Southern Copper Corp, is a director of Banco Nacional de México, and in 2014 stepped down from Grupo Televisa’s Board of Directors.

 
Alberto Bailléres González, President Grupo BAL

President of Grupo BAL, a conglomerate of companies in retail, metallurgy, finance, fashion and insurance. The most prominent of these are Peñoles, GNP and El Palacio de Hierro. He is a member of the Board of Directors of BBVA Bancomer, Televisa, Femsa and Grupo Kuo.

 
Ricardo Salinas Pliego, President Grupo Salinas

President of Grupo Salinas, which has companies in telecommunications such as Total Play; the media, including TV Azteca and Proyecto 40; transportation, including Italika; and financial and retail services, Banco Azteca and Elektra. His wealth stands at $8 billion, and last year his companies provided earnings of $700 million.

 
Eva Gonda de Rivera, Shareholder Femsa

Shareholder with a 50% interest in Femsa, the Coca Cola bottling company and owner of the Oxxo stores. When her husband Eugenio Garza died in 2008, she and her five daughters inherited his fortune, including 50% of Femsa’s shares. She is the richest woman in Mexico with assets of $6.7 billion.

 
María Asunción Aramburuzabala Larregui, President Tresalia Capital

President of Tresalia Capital, a company with various businesses; shareholder and Vice-Chairman of the Board of Grupo Modelo-AB InBev; Vice-Chair of the Board of Televisa; shareholder and adviser of América Móvil and ICA; and board member of Banamex. Her net worth is $5.6 billion. 

 
Daniel Servitje Montull, CEO Grupo Bimbo

President and CEO of Grupo Bimbo, the largest bread company in the world with a presence in 22 countries. His fortune is valued at $4.9 billion. In 2014 he bought the Canadian firm Canada Bread Company, Saputo Bakery, and the Ecuadorian company Supan. He is associated with Blue Lavel (Mexico), Alicorp (Peru), Fincomún, La Moderna, Grupo Nutresa (Colombia); and PanGlo and Rich.  

 
Juan González Moreno, President Grupo Maseca

President of the corn flour producer Grupo Maseca and shareholder of the bank Banorte. Since his father Roberto González died in 2012, he has had 12.8% of the shares of the bank, and this year his wealth came to $4.7 billion. 

 
Jerónimo Arango and brothers, President Grupo Cifra
President of Grupo Cifra and member of the Board of Directors of Walmart de México y Centroamérica, the country’s largest retail supermarket chain. Together with his brothers Manuel and Plácido he has a fortune of $4.3 billion. They also run Superama, Sam’s Club, Bodega Aurrera and Suburbia. 

 
Antonio del Valle, President Mexichem

President of Mexichem,  one of the world’s largest producers of plastic tubing and a chemical manufacturer. His wealth is tallied at $3.7 billion. He also participates in the finance industry with Grupo BX, is a partner in Banco Popular Español and is a minority owner of the chemical distributor Grupo Pochteca.

 
Emilio Azcárraga Jean, President and CEO Grupo Televisa
President and CEO of Televisa, the largest television company in Latin America. He still has a fortune of $3.1 billion, though he is no longer one of the 10 richest Mexicans. He sold his 50% participation in Iusacell to Grupo Salinas for $717 million plus an undisclosed amount. He is a member of the worldwide board of directors of Endeavor, an organization that supports entrepreneurs. 

 
Carlos Hank Rhon, President Grupo Financiero Interacciones
President of Grupo Financiero Interacciones, one of the largest auto insurance companies, and owner of Hermes, a conglomerate of companies involved in construction, energy, transportation and tourism. His riches total $2.4 billion. 

 
José and Francisco Calderón Rojas, Members of Femsa Board of Directors
Members of the Board of Directors of Femsa, the largest Coca-Cola bottler and owner of the Oxxo stores; President and CEO, and Vice-President, respectively, of Franca Industries. They inherited their fortune from their father and have 7% of the shares of Femsa, which in 2014 bought the chain of 200 pharmacies Farmacon for an undisclosed amount.

 
Roberto Hernández Ramírez, Honorary Chairman of the Board of Banamex
Honorary Chairman of the Board of Banamex, member of the board of directors of Televisa and of CIE. His wealth totals $1.8 billion. He sat on the board of Citigroup from 2001 to 2009. At present, he works through his foundations to support environmentalism and the Mayan cultural heritage.  

 
Max Michel Suberville, Honrary President Liverpool, majority shareholder Femsa

Honorary President of the department store Liverpool and majority shareholder of Femsa. He possesses wealth of $1.45 billion, which shrank by $50 million during 2014. He operates shopping centers in Mexico.  

 
Alfredo Harp Helú, President Martí and Sport City
President of the sporting goods chain Martí and Sport City gymnasiums. With the sale of Banamex to Citigroup his current fortune totals $1.4 billion. He has shares in the hotel company Grupo Posadas and the glass manufacturer Vitro. He is owner of the baseball teams Diablos Rojos de México, Guerreros of Oaxaca and the San Diego Padres.

 
Rufino Vigil González, President Industrias CH and Grupo Simec

President of Industrias CH and Grupo Simec, Mexico’s largest steel producer with a presence in the United States and Canada. His fortune totals $1.25 billion. In 1999 his company merged with the steelmaker Grupo Ruvi, and in 2001 he bought Simec.

 
David Peñaloza Alanís, President and CEO Pinfra

President and CEO of Pinfra, a construction company in which he replaced his father David Peñaloza Sandoval in 2013. He has a fortune of $1.2 billion. He is the only Mexican to be added to the list of billionaires in 2015. He has 16 toll road concessions in Mexico. 
Panama

Pedro Heilbron, CEO Copa Holdings and Copa Airlines
Heilbron has been with Panama's flagship carrier Copa since 1988. 

Under his leadership, Copa acquired Aero República, the second-largest airline in Colombia, in 2005, as well as Copa's IPO in the New York Stock Exchange in the same year.

He also led the carrier's partnership with Continental Airlines in 1998.

Copa ranks 210 in the Top 500 ranking, with $2.6 billion in revenues in 2014, up 16 percent from the previous year.

Currently the airline serves 72 destinations in 30 countries in the Americas.

Heilbron holds a bachelor’s degree in economics from the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester, Mass., and an M.B.A. from George Washington University in Washington, D.C.

Stanley Motta, President and Director Motta Internacional
Stanley Motta is the President of international importer and distributor of consumer goods Motta Internacional. The company focuses on duty-free stores in more than 20 airports in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Motta is also Chairman of the Board at Copa Holdings, a director of Banco Continental de Panama, BG Financial Group, ASSA Compañia de Seguros and GBM Corporation, among others.

Jorge Quijano, Administrator of the Panama Canal Authority
Quijano is the administrator of the ACP, the autonomous institution that administers the Panama Canal, one of the world's major commercial thoroughfares.

In the fiscal year 2014, the canal moved more than 224.8 million long tons (units of 2,000 pounds), up from the 209.8 million from 2013.

His position as the head of ACP took on a new challenge in 2006 when Panama announced the expansion of the Canal by creating a new lane of traffic and allow larger vessels to transit. The project has an estimated cost of $5.2 billion.

Quijano began his career at the Texaco Panama oil refinery, and in 1975 he began working at the Panama Canal.

He holds an Industrial Engineering degree, a Master's in Engineering and a sepcialization in Administration, all from the University of Lamar, Texas, as well as executive management diplomas from the Executive Institute in Charlottesville, Virginia and Northwestern University.

Peru

Eduardo Belmont Anderson, owner of Belcorp
Belmont is the owner of Belcorp, a Lima-based direct sales cosmetics company, which he founded in 1968.

The company is now present in 16 countries in the Americas, and has more than 800,000 beauty consultants. In 2013, the company reported revenues of some $2 billion. 

Belmont holds degrees from both Harvard Business School and the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School of Business.

Roque Benavides, CEO Buenaventura
About 15 percent of Peru's GDP comes from extractive industries, and Buenaventura, the company controlled by Benavides, is the largest owner of mining rights in Peru among precious metals companies. 

It operates seven mines in Peru and has controlling interests in El Brocal.

Benavides is a Board Member of Banco de Credito del Peru, Unión Andina de Cementos and Sociedad Minera El Brocal, as well as serving as Board Member of the Mining and Petroleum Society of Peru since 1988.

He holds a B.S. in Engineering from the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru and an M.B.A. from Henley Management College, UK.

Eduardo Hochschild, Chairman, Hochschild Mining
Eduardo Hochschild leads mining firm Hochschild Group, which has investments in silver and gold projects and operates in Argentina, Peru and Mexico. 

He is also a majority shareholder in Peru's second-largest cement maker, Cementos Pacasmayo, which became the first Peruvian cement company to trade in the New York Stock Exchange in 2012.

Since 2003, he is the director of the Banco de Crédito del Perú, and insurance company Pacífico-Peruano Suiza Compañía de Seguros y Reaseguros.

Hochschild is a physical and mechanical engineer with a Bachelor’s degree from Tufts University.

Carlos Rodríguez Pastor, Chairman, Intercorp, Peru
Among Rodríguez-Pastor's posts are Chairman of Intercorp, Managing General Partner, Nexus Group, Chairman of Interbank, and director of Casa Andina, Supermercados Peruanos, Innova Schools and NG Restaurants.

According to Forbe's, his current net worth is $2 billion.

Grupo Interbank is one of Peru's largest companies, and operates in finance, hospitality, restaurants, real estate, entertainment and education.

Rodríguez attended the University of California, Berkeley, and received an MBA from Dartmouth College, Tuck School of Management.

Dionisio Romero Paoletti, CEO CrediCorp
CrediCorp is the largest financial holding company in Peru, with commercial banking, insurance and investment banking services.

Romero is also the vice chairman of Alicorp, the largest Peruvian consumer goods company, with operations in South, Central and North America. Alicorp is the eighth Peruvian company in our Latin 500, and reported $2.08 billion in revenues last year, up 18 percent from the previous year.

Paoletti holds a Bachelor of Economics and International Relationships from Brown University and a Master’s in Business Administration from Stanford University.

Spain

César Alierta, CEO Telefónica

César Alierta is the CEO of Spanish telecoms giant Telefónica, the region's second telecoms company by revenue according to our Top 500 ranking (at number 6), and the largest foreign multinational corporation in the region.

Alierta took on the role in 2000, and has since spearheaded the company's significant expansion in Latin America.

Alierta holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Law at the Universidad de Zaragoza, Spain, and a  Master’s Degree in Business Administration at Columbia University in New York, U.S.

Before Telefónica, he served as CEO of tobacco firm Tabacalera, Co-Chairman of Altadis, and the founder and president of Beta Capital.

Jesús María Zabalza Lotina, CEO and Vice Chairman at Santander Brasil
Zabalza is the CEO of Santander Brasil, the Spanish bank's largest subsidiary in the Americas, a position he's held since 2014. 

Prior to being Santander Brasil CEO he had executive posts on La Caixa, Argentaria and BBV, as well as being vice president of Banco Santander in the Americas.

Zabalza holds a degree in Industrial Engineering from Universidad de Bilbao.

Switzerland
Marisol Argueta de Barillas, Senior Director, Head of Latin America, at the World Economic Forum
Argueta studied law at the Academia Británica Cuscatleca in her native El Salvador, and also holds a post-graduate degree in diplomacy from the University of Oxford, and studied at the International Peace Academy, Harvard University and New York University.

She has also served as El Salvador's foreign minister, Minister Counselor at the Embassy of El Salvador in Washington, D.C. and as Deputy Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the United Nations in New York City.

Laurent Freixe, Executive Vice President Nestlé S.A., Head of Zone Americas
Freixe was appointed with his current post in October 2014, after having been Executive Vice President Nestlé Zone Director for Europe since 2008. He began his career with Nestlé in 1986 in France in sales and marketing.

He studied at the Ecole de Hautes Etudes Commerciales du Nord (EDHEC), Lille, France, specialising in business administration, as well as the Program for Executive Development, IMD, Switzerland.

He oversees the regional operations of Nestlé in the U.S., Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean.

The top subsidiary in the region is Brazil, which last year ranked 98 on the Top 500 with $5.7 billion in revenues in 2013.

UK

Antonio Losada, Chief Executive, Latin America HSBC
After four decades of being with HSBC, Industrial Engineer Losada was appointed Chief Execeutive for its Latin America business in 2012. 

His experience includes serving as Deputy Group CEO for HSBC Argentina Holdings, Deputy Head of Retail in HSBC Bank Brasil, Director of HSBC Argentina Holdings, President and CEO of HSBC Bank Argentina and President and CEO of HSBC Argentina.

HSBC's Brazil division ranked eighth in Latin America's Top 100 Banks, with $67.9 billion in assets in 2013, followed by the Mexican division, with $39 billion.

UNITED STATES

 

Manuel Medina Mora, Co-president and CEO Citigroup
Co-president and CEO de Citigroup, Medina began his career at Banamex when he was 21 years old. He was head of the group from 1996 to 2001, when he participated in the sale of the bank to Citigroup, and remained in charge until 2010. In 2013 he was appointed Co-president of Citigroup, but he will leave his post next June when he retires. In 2014 his salary was $10.1 million.

 
Fernando J. Acosta, President Avon Latinoamérica

President of Avon Latinoamérica, the largest region of the company of direct sales of cosmetics. The Argentine received a salary of $3.25 million in 2014. He moved to Avon in 2011 after 19 years at Unilever. He is the head of Global Brand Marketing of Avon. 

 
Francisco Aristeguieta Silva, CEO Citigroup Latinoamérica

CEO of Citigroup Latinoamérica, a financial group with a presence in 23 countries in the region, and which represents 16 percent of the parent company’s global net profits. Venezuela-born Aristeguieta joined Citigroup in 1994 and is also Vice-Chairman of the Board of Banco de Chile and a member of the Young President’s Organization. Starting in June he will be executive president for Asia-Pacific.

 
Jordi Botifoll, President of Cisco Latin America
Botifoll is President of Cisco Latinoamérica, an information technology and telephone enterprise with a worldwide presence. In 2012, the Spaniard took over leadership in the region for the company, which he joined in 1999 as CEO of the affiliate in his country. He is Vice-President of the American Chamber of Commerce in Spain and sponsors philanthropic projects with Oxfam.

 
Carlos Brito, President and CEO of Anheuser Busch InBev
Executive President and CEO of Anheuser Busch InBev, a Belgian company that owns 200 brand names of beer in 24 countries. Among these are Budweiser, Corona, Stella Artois, Bud Light, Brahma, Antartica and Quilmes. In 2014 Brito's salary was $2.52 million. He has been a shareholder in the conglomerate since 2008.  
 
Carlos Bretos, Vice President and CEO Lexmark Latin America
Vice-President and CEO of Lexmark Latinoamérica, one of the leading companies for printers and technology in the region. Bretos was promoted to the position in Latin America in 2013 after leading the franchise and putting it on top in Brazil. He has more than 20 years in the information technology industry, and previously worked at HO, Compaq and Unisys. 
 
Juan N. Cento, President and CEO FedEx Latin America and Caribbean

President and CEO of FedEx Latin America and the Caribbean, a package delivery company with a presence in 46 countries throughout the region. Cento joined FedEx in 1989 as CEO for South and Central America, where it acquired MultiPack. He is a board member of the insurer Assurant and the financial company Logyx.

 
Juan Pablo Cuevas, Managing Director, Head of Global Transaction Services, Latin America and the Caribbean, Bank of America
Cuevas is Managing Director and Head of Global Transaction Services for  Latin America and the Caribbean at Bank of America. The bank finances multi-nationals and governments. Cuevas has been with Bank of America for more than 25 years. He is a member of the Chile-United States Chamber of Commerce in Miami and a member of the Un Techo Para Mi País foundation, which fights poverty in the region.

 
Eduardo Eraña, President of Visa International for Latin America and the Caribbean
Eraña heads Visa International for Latin America and the Caribbean, the producer of bank credit cards, debit cards and prepaid cards, with 3.7 million commercial partners in the region. Originally from Mexico, Eraña was appointed to his present position in 2002 and has been with the company for 31 years.

 
Osvaldo Librizzi, Co-President for the Americas, Starwood Hotels and Resorts

Co-Presidente for the Americas of Starwood Hotels and Resorts, a group of hotel chains that includes Sheraton, Four Points, Westin, Luxury, W. Hotels, St. Regis and Le Meridien. At the end of 2015 the Argentine will retire and leave the company after 40 years during which it positioned itself as the leading hotel group on the continent.

 
Karl Lippert, Preident SABMiller Latin America
President for Latin America of SABMiller, the second largest brewery conglomerate in the world, with a presence in Europe, South Africa, the United States and South America, and owner of brands including Miller, Águila, Cordillera and Cristal. The naturalized German joined SABMiller in 1992 in South Africa.  

Lippert has also been CEO of Bavaria, Managing Director at Kompania Piwowarska and several other management positions within SAB.Tim 
Rodolpho Cardenuto, President, Global Partner Operations and Latin America Region SAP
Brazilian-born Cardenuto replaces Diego Dzodan as German software giant SAP's leader for the Latin American region. 
Before he joined SAP, Cardenuto served as Director of Industry Sales and Alliances for Latin America and Caribbean for HP.

SAP currently serves some 15,000 clients across all of Latin America and of all sizes and industries.

Gerardo Mato, CEO Global Banking for the Americas at HSBC

Mato is the CEO of Global Bnking for the Americas of HSBC, one of the leading banking groups in the region, mainly in Latin America, the Caribbean and Canada. He is a member of the Council of the Americas, an organization of businessmen for the economic and social development of the western hemisphere.
 
Romaine Seguin, President UPS Americas

Seguin oversees UPS's Americas unit, a package delivery company with a presence throughout the continent. Seguin has been with the company for more than 30 years and was appointed as present in 2010. She is a member of the Dean’s Council Business School at the University of Florida and of the Board of Directors of the World Trade Center of Miami.

She has held a number of management posts in UPS, such as Managing Director of UPS South Europe, Gulf South District Manager and Minnesota District Manager.
 
Tim Sheldon, President and CEO Marriott Latin America

Sheldon was named President and CEO for Latin America and the Caribbean for Marriott in May this year, replacing Craig S. Smith. The company has 94 hotels and 10 brands in 24 countries in the region, including Marriot, Ritz-Carlton, Bulgari, Gaylord, and Moxy. 

Sheldon was previously the company's Global Chief Operations Officer.

Under Sheldon's leadership in his previous role, the firm launched mobile check-in and check-out, a first in the hotel industry.
Uruguay

Gabriel T. Rozman, President TCS Iberoamerica
Rozman is the President of TCS Iberoamerica, and IT, Consulting and business process outsourcing (BPO) services, with presence in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Mexico, Portugal and Spain.

As President of TCS, he is responsible for the company's Ibero-american, Middle Eastern, African, Russian and Eastern European operations.

Before holding his current position, Rozman was international Consulting Director and as a Regional Partner at Ernst & Young for 30 years, where he was in charge of Management Consulting for countries such as Japan, Korea, Italy, Spain, and several in Latin America.

He holds an M.B.A. from University of California, Los Angeles and a B.S. in Business and Economics from California State University.

Venezuela

Adriana Cisneros, CEO Organización Cisneros
Adriana Cisneros is CEO and Vice Chairman of Organización Cisneros, a company in media, entertainment, real estate, tourism, digital media and consumer products.

She took over as CEO of the company in 2013 from her father Gustavo Cisneros, and is the third generation of the family to hold that position.

Cisneros Group provides content for more than 100 countries, including several in Latin America, the U.S., Spain and China.

The company has also developed a number of corporate social responsibility programs, including Mujeres Emprendedoras, which teaches business skills to women, and CI@se, the first educational channel in Latin America to offer educational programming and teacher training 24 hours a day.

Cisneros holds a Bachelor’s from Columbia University and a Master’s Degree in Journalism from New York University, as well as being a graduate of Harvard Business School’s Program for Leadership Development.

Enrique García, Executive President and CEO CAF
In 2011 García was re-elected for his fourth five-year term as Executive President of CAF Development Bank of Latin America.

His functions include approving the bank's plans for countries and sectors, oversee  institutional structures and procedures under his authority and authorize  financial operations.

Prior to his position at CAF García served as minister of Planning and Coordination of his native Bolivia. He was also Head of the country's Economic and Social Cabinet, and member of the board of the Bolivian Central Bank.

For 17 years he served as an officer of the Inter-American Development Bank.

García holds a Bachelor’s degree, and a Master’s degree in Economics and Finances from St. Louis University, and a Ph.D. from American University.

Lorenzo Mendoza, CEO Empresas Polar
Mendoza owns Empresas Polar, one of Venezuela's largest companies. He is the third generation in his family to control the company.

Empresas Polar owns a brewery and food business that includes Pepsi Venezuela.

The company is also active in corporate social responsibility through Fundación Empresas Polar, which carries out programs aimed at boosting education, training for work, entrepreneurship and social development. 

Mendoza holds an Industrial Engineering degree from Fordham University and an MBA from the MIT Sloan School of Management.

Eulogio del Pino, CEO PDVSA
Eulogio del Pino took over Rafael Ramírez as CEO of Venezuela's state oil company PDVSA. 

Prior to his current position he was head of exploration and production at the firm, and has been a member of the company's board of directors since 2005.

From 1990 to 1994, he was the President and Vice President of the Venezuelan Association of Geophysicists.

PDVSA ranked at number three in Latin Trade's Top 500, with more than $116 billion in revenues, making it the third largest energy firm in Latin America after Petrobras and Pemex.

Del Pino holds a degree in Geophysics from the Universidad Simón Bolívar, and a Master's in Oil Exploration from Stanford University.
